v blacks it's powerful and it's fast -
with einematic looks and classie
lines, modern in almost every
respect, but it wamslhdn't

place in Luching Visconti's V
1r_||.|_|||!|: i ]Jtt;-uqlh‘lg menace to the

marksof the
J-Class vachts of the 1920 to tlh 19505
and 1960¢ ftakian Mair of Riva motorboats
Iﬁ mﬂwl"g p]"'ll"l!_| A new ﬂl. |'||."ﬂtl|]|l llt
enthag iniers and builders, who
are seeking to combing a setse
heritage with modern technok
I wanted something that was
it hd 1o look th part too, and it had 1o
b biigt enogh for weekend trips with

B Lol il ok

Thie hull of tie Aguariva
Super Is bulll in glass {ibre
rather than the wood thal
made the marque 5o famees,

my-girliriend.” says Jason Carrington,
2 i [ hrhlnd thes wheel of

s C-Boat |

Salent. *Hao

the throa

shingle spit

o :|1.I|'Jhi.|!|;_.

Carringto Ld-tlu'-'m:rldps.nlr.lr.
whao has project-mar
entries in three Volvo and one Whithread
round-the-waorld race, has turned his
boat-building Fﬂ'ﬁt‘i’L‘ll'.hﬂ i
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want sometlilng small

the “coptemporary

his concepts = a
hulled maoto

enough 1o fin in their holds
but seylish and practical w
use when theyre at
anchor” e says

Faor sale ar €500, 0000, s
nat the cheapest
powerboat on the markes,
bast that's dawn 1o the

and beautifel” design of the
Sipirit 54 yacht,

light but fast, the C-Boat’s
retro style comes witha
speed of 45 knots.

each wooden hell of the Splril
yachit i§ hand-crafted by
shilled workirs.

LS li:.l ny

Baunects with & mose ol
rakizhly .|||;-_:'.|-d soanine
pxhausts, “15 shanalbd b
good for 50 knots,” he says
MeMillan doesn't like io
think of his boats as
replicas or retro, although

matcrials, The boat is buily

i carbon throughout to save weight,
Ita anly conce ta traclition is the
teak deck and
tha

» deeply cut bow

es it a classic look,

There scems 1o be 2 market for retro
styles just now,” hve says, “not simpy
becausse such boats look right, bt
biecause there is a strong connection
between classic lines and seaworthiness
Well-made, well-de o boats do tend
s\.||1 100,

tor liork th
s sentiments are echoed by Sean
Sl Milkan, co-tvwner and founder of
Spint Yachts, an Ipswich-based yacht
design and bullding company. As the

ppests, Spirit Yachts ook as if
they belang to the ape of F Scott
Firzgerald, with theic spoon bows and
tapered counters. The company makes
mator yachts too. On a shell to the mear
of MeMillan's affice bs o model of one of

he wcknowledges thels

classic styling. "I'm interested in
confemparary and beanttful yachis, and |
don'’t think the v are mutually
exclusive,” he says, “1want 1o build boats
of the best poasihle porformance, using
madern technology, hydrodynamics and
engrineering, | simply don't accept that all
mndern boats have to be fat, white, ugly
and plastic.” He likens the broad-hulled
modemn production yachts to caravans in
the way that their design concentrares on
finckingg the waxdmmom interlor space to
fir economically within a berth.

We'ne interested in the now classics,
i this way they look. the way they
perform and the way they maintain
resiclual valwe, The high-Tachion designs
of today will date very quickly. This
means that a medern vackht built only
10 or 15

vears ago is already looking
pretty dated, and its residual value

[T R R T



Birw Yoespmetil it il

reflects that, Do oar vachts, :.|||.1'l.|. bsall
about water-line length”

The clients for these vachts, McMillan
savs, are found scattered all over th
a boat like this is not
simple, f’:‘-.'l|l!:l.' think about it fo
tirne, Wi can be 12 it e o for
yeurs before they take the |I:.III
why bnsilelinge a relationship with a

a lonp

prospective owner {8 important. The
mose input we get from them, the better
wi can understand what i s they want
Cen people don’t know themselves what
vill do with a boat as they haven't

bt abewsl i mieh.”

The: yachts may look as if they were
designed in the 19305 but they'rve built for
specd. “We're building them half the
wrizht of glass fibee, less wiig
carbon frbre, amd we're baildi
from wood,” says MoMillan. |
are both practic

al and cye-caiching, so

mch so that a Spint yacht was used in
Casino Royale, the James Bond movie.
The comjpany has |
gradually, often transferning skills froam
other disciplines. " You do need highly
skilled peaple to male these vachis. It has
taken me 15 years to put this warkforce
|uEl_-Ihr-r amd &

proveen its workforee

¢ areabsolutely superh

Withoue them, the company would not be
very special,” l says,

The sew-as-old appeal Is beginning
d e

to spread to superyaches, Nell Taylos,
the London-borm computer games
entrepreneut, comnilssioned 4 Chinese
-;i'“;-.'- ared tion | Nevo, a 20m |-'m!_:
mator yachy, lnspired by the serics of
Corzair superyachts owned by the
fnancier | P Morgan during the 19205
and 1930s. Nero, available for chartes
through Burgess at between £350,000
and €4 20,000 a week, r:-PL ates the
1920s design right down ta the
srnnkestack that may look the part but,
15} |.1-'I. !|r-|:|w.'|'ﬂ. An &m CICY Pt
atud an observation |:|':.|Ih|:|||.

Stmibarly, Ray Catena, a US-based car
dealer, has recently taken delivery of
ara [V, 2 1920s-style famtail cruiser
made by the Burger Boat Company, Not
everything on Sycara i3 bukly sdth the

materials used in those earlier yachts
The bowsprit and mast may ook like
varniahed wood but are made of carlson
fibre and cpoxy painted to Ik ik woen
The mast bs removable, allowing the boat
Jer loaw hridpes,

Even Riva, Ttalian baat builder,
badbedsl its classically styled Agquariva Supe
rplacing the wood on

tio s 1l

with glass fibs

tha ladl used in earlier models that made
the margue famoos. During the 19605,
R were the ﬁ.|h.'|'|.|'|- ut af chokce for
film stars such as Brigitte Bardot, Sophia
Loren amd Peter Sellers. “They're great
boats, e | love to work on the older
wooden models,” says Peter Freebody,
whose Berkshire-based boatyard is one of
the few British companies still bublding
traditional wooden Launches
His slipper stern launches might not b
the fastest boats, but thetr varnishasd finlsh
and sheek lves exude characier, “l use a
traclithonal design bt try to improve on
them,” he says. Freehody points toa
replica of a slender dlipper boat - the
original was built for Arthur Whitthe
'ﬁ.';n'.ul wha, in 1919, parenered John
Aleock on the | i1
“I've improved this one foo
Whether Brown would have
.j]:|||||:m-;| I'm ok sure,
"W Finel that gome of our
custommers e on lakes with
moarings and want to hive

1 tranaatlantic ff

an aitractive boat moored al

the bottam of their gardens, Bu

wehibe our baats look the part
we like to feel thy wark well too” He
rums his hand across the decking of his
Latest creation. "When | have a plece ol
w1 like
finish It w he sayx,
This joy in eraftsmanship runs through
all buikders who remain wedded to classic

il

it toh its ened, [ want

ns, It infects the gwners too, David

Murrin, chief investment officer of the
hedge fund Emergent Asset Managomamni
andd commedore of the British Classic
Yacht Chub, cannot imagne parting with
his restored 1955 Bermudan 3
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It's just a shower, i

for ahife |

HE AT

ordinary

sn't it?

H

&
he undertands oaners
opt for masderh

sy, but bee says that

builels an classic Tnes,
“Ohar chals was foumded

jlist mlie Vears o
harel think abou e imodern classics
iink they resonare with orwd

and we had a long

iomal

and welcome them b ot

membership and events. These will be

clissies in 50 years thinie, ensaring that

our membership ¢ s, he says

Chwemin mesbern classhe, e points

ul, givis

I OWTCET ACCEES [0 megallis
the Régates Rovales de Cannes
and Les Voiles dAntibes. The growth in

such J

popularity for these events was
I

irmed when the watchmaker
Officine Panerai was named the
af the BOYC

This rmeans that t

[}

SIS

i ar Cowes this year.

will
tim to the Paneral Classic

be |
Yachts Challenge that runs eac h year
b il and September.

vachts are divided into

three catepories: Yintage, launched pro
1950; Classhe, built between 1950 and
197 ||,||_i.|,.1|l._._\'|'|:ri'.u.*"|:r.||||'.i-:r||

vachts, built recently to clissic des

Among these new builds often ente
the spirit class are Eler rid, bkt i
act replica of the 1910

i . Wittward: and Smeannah, a

1906 buily modern-classic sloop, inspired
by the 1-Class boats thit competed in the
great prewar years of th

America’s Cap
o of

s hiniod gy

i MorTisGE, O

used on modern classics. He olten

om her with just his g . fashiog

designer Amanda Wakeley, on board. "It
doesin't take & whole lot uf effore to safl

her” he says, "She's a baby |3 30m
ke of Kevlar and E % {a type ol

.

will a Car
e i1, WY

x4 fibre)

WY st bt you
wive a bath, we

ihe sundeck of Neve, 2
q0m-lang mator yackd, which
replicates the 19204 design of
the Corsair superyacht series. fast. Th

hawe a wood-birnin

and a dining table, but even

wlthoall that, this yacht is

o i aat
msdern classics

3 like stinik, They carry bl
sabl plans and because of thelr carbon
rigs they are relatively i
“Tha neal .|.|:||:sr.|l of these vachts is
that vou have ulera-efficient water
makers,

cetmnics and power winches,
A frbend of n

can gl her with maybe five or six. In
terenmes of logistics and case, its much
bier ber have this kingd of vachy, and

she’s buile to last 100 years”

10

The |-Class iteell b underg
ax
Hkdoars bis the Deet are currently ander

11 a2

spmiber af

rewival a1 tle game time

i
construction = new boats balt to
cerbprtrual desiprs ever 70 vears ol

I.).'r. id Aturrin bedle
pch the classic zailin

% there is Dt
wpericnoe,
teed on a wooden boat

WS 00

resagehit

up o ane and bought & wo cden boat
bedosne | bouglit @ o, 1 omaly love iy

classic boat. [t's & real experionce to bz iam
and around hier, My soul is there, 1 think
there bs something about the econemic
cycle that bs taking p aphe hack to valwe

syarems thar reflect better imes and the
interest in clasic boats, and their modern
mterpretathons is part of that

ETRO RACERS
British Classie Yacht Chuh, 01159465 4
weri britinc iassicyachiclub. Burger Boat
Cosmipany, =i -6 OO s burgerhoat
corm, C-Boat, 07710-444 926 waw.f-boat,
cowk, Nero charter details at Burgess,

OF0-TTAE &

SEatl oem,

Poter Freebody & Co, DI628-524 T83: wwnw
peterfreshodywcom, Riva, +35035-9;
jats.coml, Spirit Yachts, O

Apirityh
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